Syllabus for Advanced Placement World History: Modern
Ms. Sunseri
Room: B-113
Ciara.Sunseri@sfisd.org
Schedule:

1st Period: AP World History

2nd Period:AP World History

3rd Period: PLC

4th Period: Conference

5th Period: US History

6th Period: US History

7th Period: US History

Tutorials: Tuesday/Thursday 2:45-3:15 

Course Credit:1 credit, 36-week course. Advanced Placement Exam will be on Monday, May 10, 2021. This is a challenging course of study followed by a rigorous college exam. The coursework and course load should prepare students to participate in the AP exam.
Course Description and Purpose: Advanced Placement World History: Modern is the College Board college-level survey course that introduces students to world civilizations and cultures. It is a cooperative endeavor by high schools, universities and the College Board to provide highly motivated and talented students the opportunity to earn college credit while still in high school. A score of 3-5 is considered a successful score on the national exam, earning the possibility of college credit, although each college or university awards the credit based on their own criteria. The best source of specific and up-to-date information about an individual institutions policy is its catalogue or website. The purpose of the course is to develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and contact in interaction with different types of human societies. This understanding is advanced through a combination of selective factual knowledge and appropriate analytical skills. The course highlights the nature of changes in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies. The course emphasizes relevant factual knowledge deployed in conjunction with leading interpretative issues and types of historical evidence. Focused primarily on the past 1000 years, the course builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional and technological precedents that, along with geography, set the human stage. We examine cultural regions or civilizations along periodizational timeframes. Themes provide further organization to the course, along with constant attention to contact among societies that form the core of world history. Primary sources and opposing points of view of historical events will be analyzed on a daily basis.
Textbook: Strayer, Robert W. Ways of the World: A Global History with Sources for AP, 2nd AP ed. Boston/New York: Bedford/St.Martin, 2013.
Resources: AP World History: Modern Exam Review such as “5 Steps to a 5”; “Princeton Review”; “Barron’s Review” or the equivalent.
Reading: There is NO substitute for reading. You MUST read in order to be prepared for class. 
Course Themes: Humans & the Environment (ENV), Cultural Developments & Interactions (CDI), Governance (GOV), Economic Systems (ECN), Social Interactions & Organizations (SIO), Technology & Innovations (TEC)
The themes serve throughout the course as unifying threads, helping students to put what is particular about each period or society into a larger framework. The themes also provide ways to make comparisons over time. 
Course Outline: The AP World History: Modern course is structured around 9 units from 1200 C.E. to the present: 
Unit 1:  The Global Tapestry, 1200-1450

  



10%

Unit 2:  Networks of Exchange, 1200-1450




  
10%

Unit 3:  Land Based Empires, 1450-1750





12%

Unit 4:  Transoceanic Interconnections, 1450-1750 




12%

Unit 5:  Revolutions, 1750-1900


 



13%

Unit 6:  Consequences of Industrialization, 1750-1900



13%

Unit 7:  Global Conflict, 1900-present


 


10%

Unit 8:  Cold War and Decolonization, 1900-present




10%

Unit 9:  Globalization, 1900-present






10%

Unit Tests: These tests are modeled on the AP Examination with multiple-choice questions and/or an essay to be timed.

Quizzes: There are randomly selected, announced and unannounced, over each chapter using the multiple-choice format.

Essays/Observations: Essays will be assigned for each unit, usually take-home for the first semester.  Essays will be Document Based Questions (DBQ), Change and Continuity Over Time (CCOT), Causation, and Comparison types scored according to the AP World History: Modern current scoring guidelines. Essays will usually be graded as a quiz or test grade. Students will be taught writing strategy of “FEED the Essay” based on AP World History: Modern workshop and handout. During the second semester, essays will be timed during class.

Homework: Students will be required to read and complete assignments outside of class. The time needed for homework will vary depending on the reading and assignment. 

Suggestions for Students and Parents: The single most important contributor to student success is whether they complete each reading assignment and its accompanying work. Do the reading faithfully. Reading is assigned for each class period. At first it may seem time consuming and difficult, but practice makes perfect. We will discuss topics that may be new and different. Please keep an open mind. You do not have to agree with what you read and hear, but you will need to think historically and objectively. You must always respect the right of others to have an opinion that differs from yours. Complete all writing assignments. Form and join an informal virtual study Group with students in the same class. This also allows you to get any missing notes. Exchange phone numbers so you can call each other if need be. 
Required Supplies: Composition book or plastic spiral notebook, folders, glue stick, blue or black pen, non-mechanical pencil, and map color pencils or markers on occasion.
Folder: Students are expected to maintain a folder with all papers in chronological order. There will be tests given through the semester over your notebooks. I will occasionally take them up for a grade. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get your missing assignment before or after class. This notebook is INVALUABLE for preparing for tests and the AP World History exam. This notebook will be used to organize class notes, handouts, maps on the right side and as a personalized review and study tool on the left side. Pages are to be numbered, with the first 10 pages to be used as the Table of Contents.

District Grading Policy:

Semester Averages

1st Nine Weeks 40%

2nd Nine Weeks 40%

Semester Exam 20%

Nine-Week Averages (Regular Level Courses)
Major Grades = 50%

Minor Grades = 30%

Daily Grades = 20%

Nine-Week Averages (Pre-AP/AP Level Courses)

Major Grades = 60%

Minor Grades = 30%

Daily Grades = 10%

Make-Up Work: Students shall be permitted to make up assignments and tests after an absence. Make-up work will be completed outside of class time or at the teacher’s discretion. The number of days allowed for make-up work to be completed will be equal to the number of times a class was missed. Make-up work often requires the student to attend tutorials to receive detailed instructions or assistance. Parents and students need to plan for transportation.
Late Work: Assignments are due on time. Students may be permitted to turn in an assignment up to three (3) school days past the original due date with a grade deduction of 25 points off of the grade earned. All minor/daily assignments associated with a major assignment (exam/test) must be turned in prior to the administration of the major assignment. Assignments turned in after the designated due date may be accepted based on the late work policy stated above.
Academic Dishonesty: Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to grade penalties on assignments or tests and disciplinary penalties in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. Academic dishonesty includes cheating or copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and unauthorized communication between students during an examination. 
Cell Phone Policy: If a student uses a cell phone without authorization during the school day, the device will be confiscated. The student/parent may pick up the confiscated device from the principal’s office for a fee of $15.
Virtual Expectations and Technical Requirements: 

· Wear school appropriate clothes

· Be on time

· Turn your camera on

· Mute your mic

· Sit in a quiet place

· Be respectful 

· Pay attention

· Participate 

· Ask questions

· Turn in assignments on time
· Headset (optional)

· Laptops/Computers with Web cam and microphone

· Reliable Wi-Fi
Virtual Learning Formats:

Asynchronous Learning

· View recorded lessons from earlier in the day
· Still have the expectation of work to be completed daily.
· Responsible for same behavior expectations as in the classroom.
· Requires students to be conscious of monitoring their own success for learning and being an advocate for when they need support.
Synchronous Learning

· Live lessons with the teacher and classmates
· Group Work
· Responsible for same behavior as in the classroom.
Technical Support: 

The SFISD Technology Services Team is available for staff, students and parents Monday – Friday, 7:30 am – 4:00 pm. Email techhelpdesk@sfisd.org for technology questions OR visit our Technology Services FAQ page on the District website for common issues. You should hear back from a campus technician within 2 hours.   

Classroom Expectations:

· Be on time

· Be respectful and courteous to each other
· Do not touch my desk, go behind my desk, look through my desk, or sit in my chair behind my desk. 

· Classroom participation is essential to learning and is always welcome. All classroom discussions and comments need to remain respectful.  

· SFHS follows a 10/10 rule.  Students are not to leave the classroom during the first and last 10 minutes of class. This includes restroom breaks.  

· Turn in assignments on time

Disclaimer: The instructor may alter the syllabus as conditions warrant.  
