Syllabus for U.S. History

Ms. Sunseri

Room: B-113

Ciara.Sunseri@sfisd.org
Schedule:

1st Period: AP World History

2nd Period:AP World History

3rd Period: PLC

4th Period: Conference

5th Period: US History

6th Period: US History

7th Period: US History

Tutorials: Tuesday/Thursday 2:45-3:15 

Course Credit: 1 credit, 36 weeks course.  The first semester will cover U.S. history through The Great Depression.  The second semester will cover U.S. history from World War II through the present.

Course Description and Purpose:  In this course, which is the second part of a two-year study of U.S. history that begins in Grade 8, students study the history of the United States since Reconstruction to the present. Historical content focuses on the political, economic, and social events and issues related to industrialization and urbanization, major wars, domestic and foreign policies of the Cold War and post-Cold War eras, and reform movements including civil rights. Students examine the impact of geographic factors on major events and analyze causes and effects of the Great Depression. Students examine the impact of constitutional issues on American society, evaluate the dynamic relationship of the three branches of the federal government, and analyze efforts to expand the democratic process. Students describe the relationship between the arts and the times during which they were created. Students analyze the impact of technological innovations on the American labor movement. Students use critical-thinking skills, including explaining and applying different methods, that historians use to interpret the past, including points of view and historical context.  To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich primary and secondary source material such as biographies and autobiographies; landmark cases of the U.S. Supreme Court; novels; speeches, letters, and diaries; and poetry, songs, and artworks is encouraged. Selections may include a biography of Dwight Eisenhower, Upton Sinclair's The Jungle, and Martin Luther King's letter from the Birmingham City Jail. Motivating resources are also available from museums, historical sites, presidential libraries, and local and state preservation societies. 
STAAR Test: An End-of-Course STAAR Exam will be taken in early May.  

Text: The Americans:  US History Since 1877 Publisher: Houghton-Mifflin.  Students will have online access to their textbooks through portable devices.  A classroom set of books will be available for school use.   

Materials Needed in Class:  Spiral notebook with or without pockets, notebook paper, black or blue pen, red pen for grading. Spirals will be needed for any notes that will need to be taken at home and in class. A folder or a divided binder will be needed to keep all paperwork done in the classroom. 
Course Outline: 
Unit 01: Growing Pains – the Gilded Age 1877-1898 

Unit 02: Reforming America – the Progressive Era 1898-1920 

Unit 03: Emergence as a World Power – Spanish-American and First World Wars 1898-1920 

Unit 04: Boom Time – 1920s America 1920-1929 

Unit 05: Economic Bust – the Great Depression 1929-1939 

Unit 06: Total War – the Second World War 1939-1945 

Unit 07: Differing Ideologies – The Cold War 1945-1970s 

Unit 08: Liberty and Justice for All – Civil Rights Movement 1900-1970s 
Unit 09: A Growing World Presence – New National Directions 1970-1990 

Unit 10: A New Century Turns – History During Our Own Lives 1990-Present 
Quizzes: There will be various types of quizzes.  Students will have advance notice of most quizzes.  However, some quizzes will be given without advance notice. Tests: Students will always be aware of test dates. Daily Work: Daily work and study guides are designed to assist students in reading and picking out main ideas.  Daily work and study guides are not substitutes for the reading material.  Homework: The average amount of homework minutes will vary based on the individual student’s reading and comprehension level.  Most assignments can be completed within a 30-minute time period.
District Grading Policy:

Semester Averages

1st Nine Weeks 40%

2nd Nine Weeks 40%

Semester Exam 20%

Nine-Week Averages (Regular Level Courses)
Major Grades = 50%

Minor Grades = 30%

Daily Grades = 20%

Nine-Week Averages (Pre-AP/AP Level Courses)

Major Grades = 60%

Minor Grades = 30%

Daily Grades = 10%

Make-Up Work: Students shall be permitted to make up assignments and tests after an absence. Make-up work will be completed outside of class time or at the teacher’s discretion. The number of days allowed for make-up work to be completed will be equal to the number of times a class was missed. Make-up work often requires the student to attend tutorials to receive detailed instructions or assistance. Parents and students need to plan for transportation.

Late Work: Assignments are due on time. Students may be permitted to turn in an assignment up to three (3) school days past the original due date with a grade deduction of 25 points off of the grade earned. All minor/daily assignments associated with a major assignment (exam/test) must be turned in prior to the administration of the major assignment. Assignments turned in after the designated due date may be accepted based on the late work policy stated above.

Academic Dishonesty: Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to grade penalties on assignments or tests and disciplinary penalties in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. Academic dishonesty includes cheating or copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and unauthorized communication between students during an examination. 

Cell Phone Policy: If a student uses a cell phone without authorization during the school day, the device will be confiscated. The student/parent may pick up the confiscated device from the principal’s office for a fee of $15.
Virtual Expectations and Technical Requirements: 

· Wear school appropriate clothes

· Be on time

· Turn your camera on

· Mute your mic (unless being asked to answer or asking a question)
· Sit in a quiet place

· Be respectful 

· Pay attention

· Participate 

· Ask questions

· Turn in assignments on time

· Headset (optional)

· Laptops/Computers with Web cam and microphone

· Reliable Wi-Fi
Virtual Learning Formats:

Asynchronous Learning

· View recorded lessons from earlier in the day

· Still have the expectation of work to be completed daily.

· Responsible for same behavior expectations as in the classroom.

· Requires students to be conscious of monitoring their own success for learning and being an advocate for when they need support.

Synchronous Learning

· Live lessons with the teacher and classmates

· Group Work

· Responsible for same behavior as in the classroom.

Technical Support: 

The SFISD Technology Services Team is available for staff, students and parents Monday – Friday, 7:30 am – 4:00 pm. Email techhelpdesk@sfisd.org for technology questions OR visit our Technology Services FAQ page on the District website for common issues. You should hear back from a campus technician within 2 hours.   

Classroom Expectations:

· Be on time

· Be respectful and courteous to each other

· Do not touch my desk, go behind my desk, look through my desk, or sit in my chair behind my desk. 

· Classroom participation is essential to learning and is always welcome. All classroom discussions and comments need to remain respectful.  

· SFHS follows a 10/10 rule.  Students are not to leave the classroom during the first and last 10 minutes of class. This includes restroom breaks.  

· Turn in assignments on time

Disclaimer: The instructor may make changes to the syllabus if warranted. 

