Syllabus for World History

Jeffrey Sciba
Room: B108
jeffrey.sciba@sfisd.org
Conference Period: 7
Course Credit: 1 credit, 36 weeks course.  The first semester will cover world history through the Middle Ages. The second semester will cover world history from the Renaissance/Reformation through the year 2001.

Text: World History; Publisher: Houghton,Mifflin,Harcourt. Students are encouraged to leave their textbooks at home for daily study.  A classroom set of books will be available for school use.   
Materials Needed in Class: 3-ring binder with pockets, composition notebook, paper, black or blue pen, red pen for grading

Grade Policy:

The classroom grades will be broken down as follows: 




   

Major Grades (Tests & Projects): 50%

Minor Grades (Quizzes): 30%

Daily Grades (Homework & Warm-Ups): 20%

Grading Procedures: 
Quizzes: There will be various types of quizzes.  Students will have advance notice of most quizzes.  However, some quizzes will be given without advance notice.  Quizzes vary in content as well.  Some quizzes will be over the assigned reading and class notes while other quizzes will be over vocabulary. 
Tests: Students will always be aware of test dates.
Daily Work: Daily work and study guides are designed to assist students in reading and picking out main ideas.  Daily work and study guides are not substitutes for the reading material. 
Homework: The average amount of homework minutes will vary based on the individual student’s reading and comprehension level.  Most assignments can be completed within a 30 minutes time period.  This estimate is based on a distraction free environment.  Students will usually be required to read on a nightly basis. 
Absences: Students with excused absences have one day extra to make up missing assignments.  No make-up tests or quizzes will be administered during class.  Make up tests are given before or after school.  
Late Work: Please see the late work policy in the Student Handbook.
Alternative Assignments: Content Mastery will be available upon request for any student that meets CMC requirements. All IEPS will be followed.

Cell Phones must be silenced or turned off and not visible during the class period. Any phone that is visible will be confiscated and sent to the office.  A fee is usually charged to reclaim the pager or cell phone.

Projects:  There may be major projects that will count as a test grade.  
Disclaimer: The instructor may alter the syllabus as conditions warrant.  However, the course is based on the Texas Essential Knowledge Skills mandated by the State of Texas.                     

Acknowledgement:  Please read the student rules and classroom procedures as well as the syllabus.  The acknowledgement sheet must be signed by a parent (guardian) and the student.  Once the sheet is signed, it should be returned to the teacher.

Course Description and Purpose:  World History Studies is the only course offering students an overview of the entire history of humankind. The major emphasis is on the study of significant people, events, and issues from the earliest times to the present. Traditional historical points of reference in world history are identified as students analyze important events and issues in western civilization as well as in civilizations in other parts of the world. Students evaluate the causes and effects of political and economic imperialism and of major political revolutions since the 17th century. Students examine the impact of geographic factors on major historic events and identify the historic origins of contemporary economic systems. Students analyze the process by which democratic-republican governments evolved as well as the ideas from historic documents that influenced that process. Students trace the historical development of important legal and political concepts. Students examine the history and impact of major religious and philosophical traditions. Students analyze the connections between major developments in science and technology and the growth of industrial economies, and they use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple sources of evidence. 
To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich primary and secondary source material such as biographies and autobiographies; novels; speeches and letters; and poetry, songs, and artworks is encouraged. Selections may include excerpts from Hammurabi's Code, The Bible, The Origin of Species, and other historical texts. Motivating resources are also available from museums, art galleries, and historical sites.
