Course Syllabus


Advanced English II (Pre-AP)
Teacher Contact Information:

Karol Giggey
Santa Fe High School D103
Email Address: karol.giggey@sfisd.org
Remind code: @gig-eng2ad

Course Description:

English II Advanced will build on the basic knowledge gained from Advanced English I.  The goal of Advanced English II is to prepare you for AP English III (Lang) and IV (lit) and to take those exams.  That means we will do a lot of writing, close reading, working in groups, and large class discussions.  
 
We will read at least one novel per nine weeks outside of class.  You will be tested on outside readings.  Try to plan in advance if you have activities that coincide with due dates.   
 
You will most likely struggle as the year begins.  Getting used to the level of performance expected in class may require some changes in the way you approach things.  Don't get discouraged.  I am here to help you in class and in tutorials Tuesday and Wednesday after school.  Struggling does not mean you are a bad student, it means you are learning.  I struggle daily. 
Course Resources:

College Board Website:
www.collegeboard.org
Teacher-Provided novels: The Road by Cormac McCarthy (electronic text), A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry, Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (some copies available through school library also electronic text),  The Crucible by Arthur Miller
Supplemental Resources: Teacher-provided handouts, articles, and short stories

Student Materials:

Notebook/paper & Writing utensil

Laptop & charger

Optional—personal copy of assigned outside reading texts
Behavioral Expectations:

1. Phones—to stop the interference of phones with daily learning, students may only use cell phones and earbuds at lunch, before school, and after school.  Student phones should be off and out of sight in a pocket or bag.  On the desk is not acceptable. If a teacher sees your phone, it is to be confiscated and turned in to the office until 2:45. Smart watches should be turned to airplane mode.  This is a district rule and I must enforce this. 
2. Restroom—students must put phone in the bin and sign out to go to the restroom.  This is a district rule and I must enforce this. 
3. Laptops—students must bring their district issued laptop and a charger daily.  Failure to have these items may result in missing assignments and subject to late work penalties (described below). 
4. Canvas—students must check canvas daily at the start of class.  I will post daily warm ups there as well as any information about each day's assignment. 
5. Make up work—students have as many days to make up assignments as they are out.  Class time cannot be provided for make-up work time.  Check canvas for information on what you missed for each day you were absent. 
6. Sub days—always check canvas for your assignment.  If there is a paper copy, the sub will have those.  But always check canvas first.  Even if I am out, there will always be instructions on canvas for the daily assignment. 
7. Grade Distribution—The grading guidelines have changed this year.  Now 40% of your average is test grades and 60% is minor grades.  Test grades include multiple choice tests, essays, projects.  Minor grade includes in-class work such as warm ups, quizzes, group work, grammar practice, any home work (basically everything that is not a major grade). With the exception of multiple choice tests, rubrics  for major grades will be posted in canvas at the start of the assignment and, unless otherwise specified, will be where all feedback is given.   
8. Late work—my late work is subject to a 10 point per day deduction.  I will accept minor items up until the points go down to zero.  I will accept major assignments until the end of the grading period, but after 5 days, the grade can be no higher than a 50.   
9. College Board—students must use College Board's website to complete reading skill checks and some written work.  Those will be done in class.  Any account issues will require students to use my phone to call College Board to trouble shoot.  They will only deal with the account holder and not a teacher.   
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Course Overview:

Unit 1 (first nine weeks)—Rhetorical analysis (analyzing how authors try to persuade their audiences) and The Road
Unit 2 (second nine weeks)—persuasion in literature (analyzing how characters in fictional texts try to persuade others) Includes A Raising in the Sun

Unit 3 (third nine weeks) – Synthesizing information (using various sources to support conclusions and form an argument). Includes Frankenstein.

Unit 4 (fourth nine weeks) – Poetry and prose.  Includes STAAR review and The Crucible
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
By signing below, I am agreeing that I have seen and read the policies included and will be accountable for the content listed in this syllabus throughout this academic school year.

Course Name: English II Advanced

Teacher’s Name: Giggey
Student’s Name (Print): __________________________________________________________

Student’s Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Names (Print):
________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signatures:
________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Phone Number:
________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Email Address:
________________________________________________

Preferred contact method: ________________________________________________________

Comments/Concerns:
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