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AVID 1- 4 
Course Syllabus

Santa Fe High School
Teacher: Kody Allred
Phone: 409-925-3232
Email address: Kody.Allred@SFISD.org
Room: B-209
Welcome to AVID!

About the teacher:
I have been working at SFHS since 2015.  Some of you already know me because I worked for College of the Mainland for two years and had the privilege of being assigned to SFHS as a College Connections Advisor. Prior to my time at College of the Mainland, I worked at both the University of Houston-Clear Lake as a Research Assistant and Strayer University as a Sociology Professor.  I received my Bachelors degree in Sociology and Latin American Studies from Brigham Young University and my Masters from the University of Houston-Clear Lake in Cross-Cultural Studies.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Advancement via Individual Determination (AVID) is designed to prepare students for higher education through high level reading, writing, cooperative learning and inquiry skills. The primary focus will be on Learning Logs, The Tutorial Processes, Organization Skills, and Reading for Success. 
COMMUNICATION: Remind 101 will be a way that messages and attachments (if needed) will be sent out to parents and students to let them know of upcoming events, reminders and anything that may be of importance to be reminded of. Use the information below to sign up for the appropriate class section. If your student signed up last year, you do not need to sign up again. You have just been moved up to the next class section. 
AVID 2- Text @SFHSAVID22 to the number 81010 to sign up.                                   
AVID 3- Text @SFHSAVID21 to the number 81010 to sign up.
AVID 4- Text @SFHSAVID20 to the number 81010 to sign up.
Please call or email me with any issues or concerns. I am here to support you and your child in all of their classes. 
GRADING POLICY:  Assignments will be given a point value based on the following scale:
Major Grades

50%


Grading Scale
Minor Grades    
30%


100-90%   =   A

Daily Grades

20%


89-80%     =   B







79-75%     =   C







74-70%     =   D

                                                                              69%-0%   =   F

TUTORIALS: In-class tutorials will be done twice a week (Tuesday and Thursday) and students will be expected to bring specific questions from their other classes and work together in groups to solve them.  We have the potential to have college tutors in addition to the instructor direct them through the process using critical thinking skills. Students will need to have TRF’s complete in order to run effective tutorials. Grades will be taken on TRF’s. I will also be available after school to assist students as necessary. 
ORGANIZATION SKILLS: Students will be expected to keep a 3” three ring binder with notes and materials. A paper will be sent home with the specifics of what each student needs to keep in their binder. They are required to organize their binder according to AVID’s best practices. Binder checks will be completed on Friday of each week and these count as quiz grades. 
LEARNING LOGS: Learning logs provide a formative assessment of students learning. These are relevant for students to reflect on their learning for the week in each class. These will be completed weekly and grades will be taken for these.  
CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS: Students will engage in activities intended to increase the learning process.  These activities include writing assignments, Socratic Seminars, group problem solving class projects and goal setting. 
Typical week of AVID (subject to change due to digital learning environment):

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	AVID curriculum
(team building, critical reading, college and career, strategies for success)

	Tutorials
	AVID curriculum
(team building, critical reading, college and career, strategies for success)
Critical Reading Activities

	Tutorials
	Binder check

Learning Logs
Guest Speaker
Fun Family Friday

Flex Friday


CLASS RULES AND EXPECTATION:   All students are responsible for maintaining appropriate behavior in class at all times.  There are a few simple rules and expectations for students to remember when coming to class:

1. Participate actively in all class discussions.

2. Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings.
3. There is no talking while teacher or another student is speaking.

4. Students are expected to respect themselves, classmates and teachers.

5. Students are expected to come to class prepared everyday.

6. Cell phones are not to be seen or heard during class unless used for a specific activity.
7. Be prepared to share online, in person, on Canvas, on FlipGrid, or any other medium used.
8. Actively participate in the online environment, be on time, turn camera on and mic off.
MATERIALS: Binders are essential in AVID.  It should be a 3 inch (3-ring binder) with 2 or more pens and pencils, 1 zipper pouch, 1 or more highlighters, notebook paper, and subject dividers (for each academic class).  
ADDITIONAL MATERIALS:  This year, I will have each student keep a journal in class.  This will be done in a college-ruled composition book.  This book will remain in class throughout the duration of the year.  We will be writing in them nearly every day. 

MOVIES:  On occasion, movies will be shown in class.  Some movies will be rated PG-13.  Please notify me if you have concerns with your child watching a PG-13 movie.  Some movies may contain mild profanity, drug use or violence. I will notify the students of any questionable content prior to showing the movies in class.  These movies are used to foster communication and analytical thinking.  Furthermore, we will be writing papers on some of the movies utilized. Movie examples: Freedom Writers, Remember The Titans, Coach Carter, Homeless to Harvard, 12 Angry Men, McFarland USA, Spare Parts, The Blind Side, Invictus, Soul Surfer, Cool Runnings, Ultimate Gift, Glory Road, We Are Marshall, The Great Debaters, The Pursuit of Happiness, etc. 
AVID STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET
Please return this page with contact information regarding the student and home information for contact purposes. Thank you!

-Mr. Kody Allred
Student Name (printed) ___________________________________Student’s Signature_________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (printed)______________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________________Date______________________
Home address___________________________________________________________

                      ___________________________________________________________

Home phone ________________________________________Cell phone ___________________________

Work phone _________________________________________
Email address___________________________________________________
Additional information you would like to include (will remain confidential) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
