AP Language
 Summer Reading Study Guide
Hoff-White

AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

SUMMER READING LIST & COURSE DESCRIPTION

Dear Future AP Student,

You are receiving this letter because you have signed up for AP Language and Composition for the 2019-2020 school year.  Below is a brief course description and information regarding summer reading.  Please read this carefully, and if you have any questions, please see Ms. Hoff in D105 or Coach White in D103 before you leave for summer break.  Enjoy! (
Sincerely,

Mrs. Hoff & Coach White
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The AP Language and Composition consists of writing and analysis, i.e. rhetorical analysis, grammar, writing for a purpose, research skills, reading comprehension, etc.  The class will address these skills while studying a cursory overview of American literature.  Preparation for the AP English Language and Composition Exam in May 2020 will be a priority using timed writings and multiple choice-close readings, as well as thematic analysis essays for class discussion.

SUMMER READING
Summer reading is expected of all 2019-2020 AP English III students.  It is essential that students complete the summer reading assignments, as there will be an exam given in the first week of school.  Failing the summer reading exam may result in removal from the course!  

You are required to read ONE (1) of the following:
Capote, Truman. In Cold Blood. Truman Capote reconstructs the 1959 murder of a Kansas farm family and the investigation that led to the capture, trial, and execution of the killers…the
story of the lives and deaths of these six people, the victims and the murderers. Ground
breaking journalism that reads like fiction. 

Larson, Erik. The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed
America. Tale of early 20th Century Chicago World‘s Fair.

Moore, Wes. The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates. Two kids named Wes Moore were born blocks apart within a year of each other. Both grew up fatherless in similar Baltimore neighborhoods and had difficult childhoods; both hung out on street corners with their crews; both ran into trouble with the police. How, then, did one grow up to be a Rhodes Scholar, decorated veteran, White House Fellow, and business leader, while the other ended up a convicted murderer serving a life sentence?
Skloot, Rebecca. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor black tobacco farmer whose cells—taken without her knowledge in 1951—became one of the most important tools in medicine, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, and more. Henrietta's cells have been bought and sold by the billions, yet she remains virtually unknown, and her family can't afford health insurance.
Time will not be spent teaching the plot; rather, the class will be analyzing the selections.
Any further information and a study guide will be provided via campus mail once you have officially signed up for the course during course registration. 

If there are any questions, please contact Mrs. Hoff or Coach White by:
-stopping by Coach White’s room (D103)      -emailing (amy.hoff@sfisd.org or christina.white@sfisd.org)
-checking our websites


 -calling SFHS, (409) 927-2700, ext. 3252(Hoff)/3251(White)
