SYLLABUS FOR U.S. GOVERNMENT

Steve Rose

B103

Steve.rose@sfisd.org

Conference Period:  2nd
Course Credit: ½ credit, 18 weeks course.  Please note that the government average is not combined with the economics average.  Each course is a separate grade.   A student must pass both classes to be eligible for graduation.  

.   

Materials Needed in Class:  spiral notebook with pockets, dividers, paper, black or blue pen, red pen for grading

Grade Policy:

Nine Weeks Average 



Semester Average 

Quizzes, notebook grade   25%


1st Nine Weeks     40%

 Daily/Homework Grade   25%


2nd Nine Weeks    40%


Tests, Major Projects, Research Projects  50%     
Semester Exam    20%

Grading Procedures:  The class will closely adhere to the grading policy found in the student handbook.  Please read it carefully.

Alternative Assignments:   Content Mastery will be available upon request for any student that meets CMC requirements.  All IEPS will be followed.

Cell Phones and Pagers must be turned off and not visible during the class period.   Any phone or pager that is visible or left on during class time will be confiscated and sent to the office.  A fee is usually charged to reclaim the pager or cell phone. 
Long Term Project:  Each student will compile a government issues current event notebook.  This notebook will be a collection of newspaper articles pertaining to U.S. and Texas government entities.  This project will count as two test grades.  One grade will be given during week 8 of the semester, and the second grade assigned during week 15.
Disclaimer: the instructor may alter the syllabus as conditions warrant.  However, the course is based on the Texas Essential Knowledge Skills mandated by the State of Texas.                     

Acknowledgement:  Please read the student rules and classroom procedures as well as the syllabus.  The acknowledgement sheet must be signed by a parent (guardian) and the student.  Once the sheet is signed, it should be returned to the teacher.

Course Description and Purpose:  In Government, the focus is on the principles and beliefs upon which the United States was founded and on the structure, functions, and powers of government at the national, state, and local levels.  This course is the culmination of the civic and governmental content and concepts studied from Kindergarten through required secondary courses.  Students learn major political ideas and forms of government in history.  A significant focus of the course is on the U.S. Constitution, its underlying principles and ideas, and the form of government it created.  Students analyze major concepts of republicanism, federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, popular sovereignty, and individual rights and compare the U.S. system of government with other political systems. Students identify the role of government in the U.S. free enterprise system and examine the strategic importance of places in the United States.  Students analyze the impact of individuals, political parties, interest groups, and the media on the American political system, evaluate the importance of voluntary individual participation in a democratic society, and analyze the rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution.  Students examine the relationship between governmental policies and the culture of the United States.  Students identify examples of government policies that encourage scientific research and use critical-thinking skills to create a product on a contemporary government issue.

To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich primary and secondary source material such as the complete text of the U.S. constitution; selected Federalist Papers; landmark cases of the U.S. Supreme Court; biographies, autobiographies, and memoirs; speeches and letters; and periodicals that feature analyses of political issues and events is encouraged.  Selections may include excerpts from John Locke’s “Two Treatises of Government,” “Federalist 51,” and Miranda v. Arizona.

The eight strands of the essential knowledge and skills for social studies are intended to be integrated for instruction purposes.  Skills listed in the geography and social studies skills strands should be incorporated into the teaching of all essential knowledge and skills for social studies.  A greater depth of understanding of complex content material can be attained when integrated social studies content from the various disciplines and critical-thinking skills are taught together.

Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 12, students build a foundation in history; geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science, technology, and society; and social studies skills.  The content, as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation as referenced in the Texas Education Code. 
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