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Syllabus for Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics
Course Credit: 1/2 credit, 18-week course. Advanced Placement Exam will be on Monday, May 2, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. This is a challenging course of study followed by a rigorous college exam. The coursework and course load should prepare students to participate in the AP exam.
Course Description and Purpose: AP® U.S. Government and Politics is a college-level year-long course that not only seeks to prepare students for success on the AP Exam in May, but also provide students with the 

 political knowledge and reasoning processes to participate meaningfully and thoughtfully in discussions and debates that are currently shaping American politics and society. It is important to note that this course is not a history course; it is a political science course that studies the interconnectedness of the different parts of the American political system as well as the behaviors and attitudes that shape this system and are the byproduct of   this system. 

 AP U.S. Government and Politics accomplishes these goals by framing the acquisition of political knowledge around enduring understandings and big ideas about American government and politics that can be applied to a set of disciplinary practices by using a set of reasoning processes. Through the development of this set of political knowledge, disciplinary practices, and reasoning processes, students will be able to analyze current and historical political events like a political scientist and develop factually accurate, well-reasoned, thoughtful arguments and opinions that acknowledge and grapple with alternative political perspectives.
Resources:
AP US Government and Politics Exam Review such as “5 Steps to a 5”; “Princeton Review”; “Barron’s Review” or the equivalent.  ASAP US Government and Economics; A Quick Review Study Guide.  
Textbook:  O’Connor, K., Sabato, L. J., & Yaus, A. B. (2016).  American Government: Roots and Reform, AP Edition.  Boston: Pearson.
Website:  Student resources at  https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-us-government-and-politics
District Grading Policy:
The course grade is a weighted average consisting of the following elements:
Nine-Weeks Grades 




40% (each)
Semester Exam




20%
9 Weeks grades are a weighted average consisting of the following elements:
Exams, Projects, Research, Essays 


60%
Quizzes, Timed Writings (major)


30%
Home, Class & Daily work, Timed Writing

10%
Course Content and Big Ideas:

1.  Constitutionalism (CON)

2. Liberty and Order (LIB)

3. Civil Participation in a Representative Democracy (PRD)

4. Competing Policy-Making Interests (PMI)

5. Methods of Political Analysis (MPA)

NOTE:  The big ideas are not relegated to one unit of study but woven throughout the course.
Units of Study:
1. Unit 1:  Foundations of American Democracy
2. Unit 2:  Interactions Among Branches of Government
3. Unit 3:  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights
4. Unit 4:  American Political Ideologies and Beliefs
5. Unit 5:  Political Participation
Reading:
There is NO substitute for reading. You MUST read in order to be prepared for class. Moreover, you cannot read too much.
3-Ring Binder:
Students are expected to maintain a 3-ring binder with all papers in chronological order. There will be tests given through the semester over your notebooks. I will occasionally take them up for a grade. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get your missing assignment before or after class. This notebook is INVALUABLE for preparing for tests and the AP US Government and Politics exam.
Exam Format:
Students who take this course should realize that AP course are taught and graded at the college level; they exceed the demands and expectations for typical high school courses. However, the class is truly manageable and I am aware that you have other classes and extracurricular activities. I am willing to work with you if you give it your all.
Suggestions for Students and Parents:
The single most important contributor to student success is whether they complete each reading assignment and its accompanying work. There is no substitute.
Do the reading faithfully. Reading is assigned for each class period. At first it may seem time consuming and difficult, but practice makes perfect!
Remember, this is a college course. We will discuss topics that may be new and different. Please keep an open mind. You do not have to agree with what you read and hear, but you will need to think historically and objectively. You must always respect the right of others to have an opinion that differs from yours.
Keep your 3-ring notebook organized and up to date and use it to review.
Complete all writing assignments. You must write if you want to pass.
Form and join an informal study Group with students in the same class. These are very successful. When you are together, study! The group is not a substitute for reading or the work, but sometimes two or more heads are often better than one. This also allows you to get any missing notes. Exchange phone numbers so you can call each other if need be. Also, talk over what you read and study with parents. The more a student discusses something, the better you will under stand it.
If you have a question or concern, email me or call for an appointment. 
Assessment Practices
Unit Tests
These tests are modeled on the AP Examination with multiple-choice questions and/or free response questions (FRQ) to be timed.
Quizzes
There are randomly selected, announced and unannounced, over each chapter using the multiple-choice format.
AP United States Government and Politics Exam
The Exam will be two hours and 25 minutes.  The multiple choice section will consist of 60 questions to be completed in 45 minutes.  The Essay portion will consist of four free response questions (FRQ) to be completed in 100 minutes.  A score of 3, 4, or 5 on a 5-point scale is considered a passing grade.
Outside Readings
Outside readings and news articles as assigned.  The website that students will use for their news source is: http://www.allsides.com 
Students will explore the political positions of the 2020 presidential candidates at: http://www.isidewith.com 

Supplemental Readings and Resources:

United States Government and Politics; Preparing for the Advanced Placement Exam.  2020 Edition.  AMSCO School Publishing, 2015.

Either Five Steps to a Five, Barron’s or Princeton’s AP Study Guide for current year.

Required Supreme Court Cases:

This course will incorporate the analysis of the following 15 required Supreme Court cases:
1. Marbury v. Madison (1803)

2. McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)

3. Schenck v. United States (1919)

4. Brown v. Board of Education (1954)

5. Baker v. Carr (1961)
6. Engel v. Vitale (1962)

7. Gideon v. Wainwright (1963)

8. Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969)

9. New York Times Company v. United States (1971)

10. Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972)

11. Roe v. Wade (1973)

12. Shaw v. Reno (1993)

13. United States v. Lopez (1995)

14. McDonald v. Chicago (2010)

15. Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (FEC) (2010)
Required Foundational Documents: 

This course will incorporate the analysis and discussion of nine required foundational documents to help understand the context and beliefs of the founders and their critics and the debates surrounding the writing and ratification of the U.S. Constitution:
1. The Declaration of Independence
2. The Articles of Confederation

3. Federalist No. 10

4. Brutus No. 1

5. Federalist No. 51

6. The Constitution of the United States

7. Federalist No. 70

8. Federalist No. 78

9. “Letter from Birmingham Jail”

To aid in the analysis of these foundational documents, students will also have access to the AP United States Government and Politics Analytical Reading Activities.  This online reader contains strategies for analyzing the required foundational documents and a sampling of related readings including:

1. Excerpts from John Locke’s Second Treatise of Civil Government to go along with the analysis of the Declaration of Independence.

2. “Letters from the Federal Farmer to the Republican I” to go along with the analysis of the Articles of Confederation.

3. Essays from the National Constitution Center’s “Matters of Debate” series (Interactive Constitution resource) to go along with the analysis of the Tenth Amendment.
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